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Dear Colleagues: 
In this supplement to the Journal of the American College of 
Cardiology (JACC), two important projects borne out of the 
College's 50th anniversary activities are highlighted--the 
abstracts of 18 influential articles, published previously in 
both the American Journal of Cardiology (from 1958 to 1982) 
andJACC (from 1983 to present), and the articles from the 
ACC Forum on the Future: Delivering Quality Cardiovas- 
cular Care in the 21st Century. 
This supplement will serve as a reminder of the strides 
cardiovascular medicine has made since the College's incep- 
tion on December 2, 1949, and as a memento f the ACC's 
50th anniversary--commemorated from December 2, 1998, 
to December 2, 1999. It will also serve as a blueprint for 
changes the College and its members can expect o see in 
the field during the next 50 years. 
The first part of this supplement includes the historical 
articles, which were written to encourage reflection on the 
remarkable progress made in cardiovascular medicine as well 
as to acknowledge the amazing prescience of some early 
investigators in anticipating and, in many cases, later guid- 
ing developments in their field. 
The five articles that led the discussion at the ACC 
Forum on the Future--The ACC's closing 50th anniversary 
event--comprise the second part of this supplement. The 
papers examine the history of the ACC, demographics, 
technology, cost structures, and the future of the ACC-- 
and are an important forecast of what cardiovascular spe- 
cialists can expect o see in the near to distant future. And 
what a perfect ime for the publication of these articles-- 
with the many changes currently underway in cardiovascular 
medicine and at the ACC, these articles will complement 
the research and studies already in motion. 
I would like to thank severn groups for their endless 
contributions tothe success of the 50th anniversary, includ- 
ing the ACC Development Committee, its Subcommittee 
for the Commemoration f the ACC 50th Anniversary, and 
our industry partners. I would also like to acknowledge the 
support of the ACC Past Presidents, Board of Trustees, 
Board of Governors, and staff. 
As we begin this new millennium and the next half- 
century of the College, it is important to remember that 
there will be many changes, but the mission of the College 
will remain a guiding force to foster optimal cardiovascu- 
lar care and disease prevention through professional educa- 
tion, promotion of research, leadership in the development 
of standards and guidelines, and the formulation of health 
care policy. 
Sincerely, 
Richard P. Lewis, M_D, MACC 
Chair, Subcommittee for the Commemoration 
of the ACC 50th Anniversary 
